Back Matter - Chapter Five
X533 Sending Off the Poverties

The complete text, with a working English beside it. The Englishisliteral where the
Chinese is odd and |eaves the seams showing on purpose: it isa floor to trandate from,
not a finished rendering. The paragraphing is matched between the two, so the shapes
correspond. Textual notes at the end record the readings adopted and the variants they
wer e adopted against.
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THE ENGLISH

On the last day of the first month of the sixth year of Y uanhe, ayichou day,
the host had his servant Xing plait willow into a cart and bind straw into a boat,
load them with parched grain and provisions, tie the ox beneath the yoke and raise
the sail on the mast. He bowed three times to the Poverty-demons and addressed
them, saying: "I hear your going hasits day appointed. This rustic does not
presume to ask your road, but has quietly got ready a boat and a cart and |oaded
them with rations. The day is auspicious and the hour is good; it isfavourable to
travel in any of the four directions. Eat abowl, sirs; drink a cup, sirs. Take your
friends and lead your companions along, leave the old and take up the new. Ride
the dust and draw the wind taut, and race the lightning to be first. Y ou have no
grievance of being held back here; | have the kindness of furnishing your
departure. Have you gentlemen a mind to go?"

He held his breath and listened in secret. It was as though he heard a voice —
like awhistling, like aweeping, a hiss and a catch and awhine and a whimper.
Hishair al stood on end, his shoulders hunched and his neck drew in. It seemed to
be there and not there, and only after along while could it be made out. There
seemed to be one speaking, who said: "I have lived with you forty years and more.
When you were achild at the breast | did not treat you as afool. Y ou studied, you
ploughed, you sought office and a name; it was you alone | followed, and | did not
change from the first. The door-gods and hearth-spirits shouted at me and scolded
me; | swallowed the shame and went crookedly along, and my mind was on
nothing else. When you were transferred to the southern waste, scorching heat and
steaming damp, it was no country of mine, and a hundred demons bullied me
there. Four years at the Imperial Academy, pickle at dawn and salt at dusk — only
| protected you, when everyone else found you objectionable. From first to last |
never once turned my back on you. My heart harboured no other plan, my mouth



cut off all talk of leaving. From what quarter did you hear it said that | ought to
go? It must be that you, sir, have believed a slanderer, and that there is arift
between us. | am a ghost, not aman: what use have | for cart or boat? My nose
smells the foul and the fragrant — you may keep your rations. | am one body,
alone: who are these friends and companions? If you really know the whole of it,
can you count them, or not? If you can name them exhaustively, that may be
called sagely knowing; and once our true condition is exposed, dare we not
withdraw?'

The host answered him: "Do you take me for one who truly does not know?
Y our companions are not six and not four: from ten take five, from seven remove
two. Each has his own line of business, and they gave themselves their namesin
private. They twist the hand and upset the soup; they turn the throat and blunder
onto a taboo. Everything by which my face is made offensive and my speech
made flavourless — all of it isyour doing. The first is named Poverty-of-Wit:
stiff-necked and unbending, hating what is round and delighting in what is square,
ashamed to practise deceit, unable to bear doing harm. Next is named
Poverty-of-Learning: disdaining cal culation and nomenclature, picking out and
prising open what is dim and minute, ladling from the whole body of doctrine,
laying hold of the trigger of the numinous. Next after him is Poverty-of-L etters:
mastering no single useful art, strange upon strange and odd upon odd, not to be
applied to the present age, and serving only to amuse himself. Next after himis
Poverty-of-Fate: his shadow at odds with his shape, ugly of face and lovely of
mind, last among the crowd for profit and first among men for blame. Next after
him is Poverty-of-Friendship: grinding his flesh and scraping his bone, spitting
out his heart and liver, standing on tiptoe in expectation — and getting enmity laid
in hislap. These five demons are my five afflictions. They starve me and freeze
me, start false reports and manufacture slander. They can lead me astray, and no



one can come between us. In the morning | repent of my conduct and by evening |
am at it again. Buzzing like flies and cringing like dogs, driven off, they come
back."

Before he had finished speaking, the five demons together goggled their eyes
and stuck out their tongues, leapt about and fell over backwards, slapped their
palms and stamped their feet, and looked at one another hel pless with laughter.
Then, unhurriedly, they said to the host: "Y ou know our names, and everything
we have done; and you drive us out and order us away. That is small cleverness
and largefolly. A man lives one age — and how long is that? We will set up your
name, and for a hundred generations it will not wear away. The small man and the
gentleman are not of one heart. It isonly in being out of step with the age that one
Isin communion with Heaven. To carry fine jade tablets and trade them for a
single sheepskin; to be sated with the rich and the sweet and to long for chaff
gruel — in all the world, who knows you better than we do? Though we have been
driven out and expelled, we could not bear to keep our distance. If you say we are
not to be believed, put it to the test against the Odes and the Documents.”

At this the host hung his head and his spirit went out of him. He raised his
hands and gave thanks, burned the cart and the boat, and ushered them to the seat
of honour.

TEXTUAL NOTES

« [0 3 in ZE EEJEJE restored. It drops out of several witnesses, leaving athree-graph clause
where the four-four parallel with Ed &5% 4 wants four; zh.wikisource and & XX ¥EE
both carry it. Thisisthe single place where this text departs from the rear apparatus, and
it departs on witness evidence rather than on judgment.



« ZE[B| not Z2[E] — a garden makes no sense set against 7.

o RZBZEA, not the received N2 5= The stanzarhymes 75 (fmng) with {5 (shm ng); the
inversion breaks the rhyme. Decided on the text's own machinery, and audible on
playback.

» BREKIEIR, not BRFKIEIR. Therun rhymesill - fH - #X - I8, all level tone; IR isrising.

o ZEIETK not f2Ed1 T84, and EEE not MER — the couplet needs a body and a face to set
against the shadow and the mind.

o AHAEE not BETFk. _EFFES not 5| FFKTF . EEEIAR burns both the cart and the
boat.

o O FUBAENIMIL — F, not . Several witnesses give ¥, which puts two
first-person pronouns in one clause; the commentaries quote ¥, and Dave's own rear
apparatus reads . Adopted on sense, not on manuscript evidence. The aternative
stands on the record.

o EXMEIE — four sound-graphs rather than four words, and the witnesses disagree about
which graphsthey are (EXXIE1E and E 412 also attested). Unresolved, as noises
written down tend to be.

o BIEFI; hBIREE reads BLEEFHL.

« 7B not Bf — house form, matching FE81%. An editorial choice, not atextual finding.



