Back Matter - Chapter Three
£xfm4s W A Notice Served on the Crocodiles

The complete text, with a working English beside it. The Englishisliteral where the
Chinese is odd and |eaves the seams showing on purpose: it isa floor to trandate from,
not a finished rendering. The paragraphing is matched between the two, so the shapes
correspond. Textual notes at the end record the readings adopted and the variants they
wer e adopted against.
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THE ENGLISH

On such ayear, month and day, Han Y u, Prefect of Chaozhou, sends the
military judicial officer Qin Ji to cast one sheep and one pig into the pool of the
Bad Stream, to give the crocodiles to eat, and to announce to them, saying:

In the past, when the former kings had come into possession of all under
Heaven, they burned off the hills and marshes, netted with cords and stabbed with
blades, so as to remove the insects, snakes and evil creatures that were aharm to
the people, driving them out beyond the four seas. When later kings came to have
thin virtue and could not hold what was distant, then even the land between the
Jiang and the Han was abandoned entire and given over to the Man, the Yi, the
Chu and the Y ue. How much more so Chao, lying between the ranges and the sea,
ten thousand li from the capital! That crocodiles should lie submerged and breed
their eggs hereis, indeed, their proper place.

Now the Son of Heaven has succeeded to the throne of Tang, being divine,
sagely, kind and martial; and beyond the four seas, within the six directions, all is
soothed and possessed by him. How much more so a place covered by the tracks
of Yu the Great, land close to Y angzhou, governed by Prefect and District
Magistrate, soil that sends out tribute and tax to supply the sacrifices to Heaven
and Earth, to the ancestral temples, and to the hundred spirits! The crocodiles
surely cannot dwell mixed together with the Prefect upon this soil.

The Prefect has received the command of the Son of Heaven, to guard this
soil and to govern this people; yet the crocodiles, goggle-eyed, are not content
with the stream and the pool, but occupy the place and eat the people's livestock
— bears, pigs, deer and roebuck — so fattening their own bodies and seeding their
own descendants, setting themselves against the Prefect and contending to be the



greater lord. The Prefect, though a poor and feeble nag, how should he be willing
to lower his head and humble his heart before crocodiles — cringing and blinking,
a disgrace to the officers and the people — and so live on here by stealth!
Moreover, having come to serve as an officer under the command of the Son of
Heaven, his position is such that he cannot but argue the matter out with the
crocodiles.

Crocodiles, if you have understanding, hear the Prefect's words. Asfor the
prefecture of Chao, the great sealiesto its south; and from the greatness of the
whale and the peng down to the smallness of shrimp and crab, there is nothing it
does not take in and give ahome to, to live there and to feed there. Crocodiles,
you may set out in the morning and arrive by evening.

Now an agreement is made with the crocodiles: within three days, lead your
ugly kind south and remove to the sea, so asto give way before the officer
commanded by the Son of Heaven. If three days cannot do it, then five; if five
cannot, then seven; if seven cannot, that isto be finally unwilling to move. That is
to hold that there is no Prefect, and to refuse obedience to hiswords. Or elseitis
that the crocodiles are benighted, obstinate and without spirit-intelligence, so that
although the Prefect speaks, they neither hear nor know. Now those who defy the
officer commanded by the Son of Heaven, who do not heed his words and do not
remove and give way — together with those benighted and obstinate and without
spirit-intelligence who are a harm to people and creatures — may all be put to
death. The Prefect will then select officers and people of ability and skill, who will
take up strong bows and poisoned arrows and deal with the crocodiles, and will
not stop until all are killed. Let there be no regret!



TEXTUAL NOTES

« O %JLL7# printed as the witnesses have it, but read as %!, "burned off," on the model of
T BWZIWLEMAE 2 ; some editions print 2! outright. The two give quite
different opening moves — burning the hills and marshes, or setting them in order.
Unresolved; noted.

o 44 A H istheformulaic blank of asacrificial address: the date is left unfilled in the
received text. Some witnesses open %4E B H instead.

o 3% appears as S2%A in XX LE. The same stream, |ater renamed 271

 }7 =&, covered, reached asfar as.

o MENZSER; two witnesses read ERNERA.

 JUFE and & B2 follow the rear apparatus; other witnesses give $T#E and AR 5.

o FB in PAETE LA — house form, matching FE581%. An editorial choice, not atextual
finding.



