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How thisworkbook is arranged

Each chapter takes one text and moves through it in five parts, in the same order every
time.

One, the text. The whole thing in Chinese, with no English above it. Two, vocabulary.
The graphs worth having before you start, with pronunciation and gloss. Three, the
mar ch through. Unit by unit, with pinyin and a note on what the grammar is doing —
each chapter has a grammatical focus that runsits length. Four, passagesto work.
Selected stretches, printed without pinyin, with ruled space to translate by hand. Five,
the English. At the back of each chapter, where it will not be glimpsed while you are
working.

The English isafloor to translate from, not a finished rendering. It stays literal where the
Chinese is odd and |leaves the seams showing on purpose.

Where the witnesses disagree about a graph, the reading adopted here is stated with its
grounds and the alternative is named. Some of those cruxes will never be settled; the
note is the finished answer, not a placeholder.

The five chapters correspond to the five chapters of the essays, and can be worked in any
order. The owl isthe shortest.
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Chapter One - ThelLifeof Fur Tip

FE55{E Méao Ymng zhuan - Han Yu

A word before you start. Thisis my own biography, so you will forgive meif | say that it
Isthe easiest of the five and the hardest. Easiest, because it is a Han dynasty biography
and moves the way one is supposed to move — ancestry, capture, service, dismissal,
verdict — and once you have the shape you can feel where you are. Hardest, because
nearly every sentence is doing two things at once, and the second thing is a joke about a
brush. Read the text through before you look at anything else. The grammar to keep your
eye on isthe passive &..

ONE - THE TEXT

—. Sttt
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TWO - VOCABULARY

B4R

1
op

s

oy

Byt
)

JE 1k

ming shi

Zum

mm o

tm ér shmng

nao (also
nou)

ni gum ng
shm wu

Héng é

chan chu

gmn (also
jun)

Han LU

Song Que

hmi

ci

shu zhm ng

Bright-Eyes — the ritual name for the hare, from the Liji
$&20 Hhi: 2 FAA4R. A name, not a description.

to assist, to serve under. 143 = served under Yu.

the fourth earthly branch; by that reckoning the east, and the

hare among the twelve.

to give birth through the mouth — an old belief about hares
(£, swf-a1%).

anewborn hare. Here a personal name: Nao.

to hide hisform in the light and set things moving at his
command.

Heng E, the moon-woman (later ##3#, the taboo-avoiding
form).

the toad — the moon's other creature.

aswift hare. Here aname: Qun. Cf. (2 in #FF.

Han Lu, the proverbia hound of Han.

Song Que, the proverbial hound of Song.

minced meat; here a verb — to mince, to make paste of.
to halt, to encamp. A campaign verb.

Shuzhang — senior Qin rank, left and right.



gLl IJ_I Lian Shmn the Lianshan, the divination system ascribed to the Xia.

s shi to divine by milfoil stalks. ZxZ& = the diviner.

JK zhao the crack in the shell; the omen it reads as.

K4 yi he to wear coarse cloth. 4% hereisaverb, read yi.

x| qum ke u a gapped mouth — the split lip.

) \%E bm giao eight orifices (nine was the count for other beasts).

K= fm jm to sit with the legs folded under.

5%3 mao thelong hair; by extension the finest of its kind.

fi5 E jimndd bamboo slips and wooden boards — writing material.

& shi 2 inverted object: EffhE - AEEE, "itisthedipsthat are
supplied.”

% héao achampion — and, in the second ear, =, along hair.

1% fa acaptive; to present captives.

BVK tmng mu hot water and washing; the bath granted before audience, and
the fief that paysfor it.

4H shu fu to bind fast.

= H qiang ji aretentive memory.

&S bian man handy and quick.

4E4T jié shéng knotted cords — the record before writing.



zumn U

fata

bt shm

xia

héng shi

zi cheng

chm chm

xié

fa shi

MmN gumn

mo hua

chen

yé

mao

yi di

fan chmng

jian jué

to compile and set down.

the Buddha; Buddhism.

registers and files.

to be on close, unceremonious terms.

balance and stone-weight — the emperor weighed his daily
documents.

to set oneself a quota.

coming out and staying in — service and retirement.
together, in company.

to dust off, to wipe clean — a gesture of favour.

to take off the cap (in thanks, or in apology).

to trace and draw.

to match, to answer to. NEEFE_EZ. = did not answer to what
the emperor wanted.

final interrogative particle, = §p.

to claim falsely; to pass oneself off as.
the outer lands.

to multiply and flourish.

to be cut off. Passive &, + verb.



71> shmomn sparing of kindness.

THREE - THE MARCH THROUGH

GRAMMAR FOCUS: the passive. B, + verb, and itsfull frame &, + verb + 7 + agent;
alongsideit, BT + verb making a nominal. Both run the length of the piece, and they are
not decoration —they are the argument. Watch who is the subject of the sentence each
time something happens to Fur Tip, and watch where &, isthe plain verb "to see"
Instead.

—. St
EFE , FULAL,

Mao Ymng zhm , Zhmngshmnrénym.
The % ..., judgment sentence — the opening move of every Han biography, and no
verb required. & marks off the topic, 13, closes the assertion. Han Yu is copying 58 5C
exactly (BREEZE , # A ). Thejokeis running before the second sentence;
Zhongshan was where the best hare-hair brushes came from.

HAEAW , MAERIGRAT L, REMHET) , REHRIMM , 3t
AT,

Qi xim n Ming Shi, Shi zum Ym zhi dm ngfmng tm, ym ng wanwu ym u gm ng, ym n fmng ya Mm o di,
sm wéi shi‘er shén.
H 4 = "his ancestor was"' — again the biography formula. The repeated 48 picks the
name up as subject of what follows, some witnesses compress it, this one keeps the
repeat. [F] = "on that account.” 174 = enfeoffed at. 3t.2 = "at death became." A hare
has been given acivil service record.
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B0 : "ErHEAZE  ARTEYR  BEmE. 5 B
R

Chang yum : "W zm sm n shénming zhm hou, bukm ym wu tong, dmng tm é shmng." Ym é gumran.
E ="once." ) hereis beasts, so £d4J)[a] = "be the same asthe animas." & is
prescriptive — not "will" but "ought to." Then 2 MR, "and afterwards it was
indeed so," which reports a piece of folk zoology in the register of confirmed history
and does not blink.

IR\t AR , HEERISETL , Sz’ , REEYE(E
¥, RAIEEK. BIEIRAR , HERERRAMEE.

Ming Shi bm shi smn Néo, shi chuan dmng Ymn shi jm Zhm ngshm n, dé shénxim n zhm shu, néng ni
gum ng shm wu, gie Héng €&, gi chanchu ru yue, gi houdai sui ym n bu shi yan.
4 = "tradition hasit." &...BF = "inthetime of " The == at the very end isthe
historian'shedge — "so it issaid" — and it is doing real work: the moon-hare legend is
being filed as family history with a footnote. fEA4~{1 = withdrew and did not serve, the
standard phrase for arecluse.

FRFEEM , mmEE  HEETReE , EAK, BR, M
KNSR , BHERK.
Jm dmnggum zhm yum Qmn, jimo é shan zmu, ym Han LG zhm ng néng, LU bu ji. LG nu, ym Sdng
Qué mou ér shm zhm , hmi qi jim .
J&...3 isaheadlessrelative: "the one who lived at the east wall." Z 3£ = good at
running. F§E = contended in ability, and 4~ & = did not match him. Then the hound
takes counsel with another hound and the whole family is minced. Note what has
happened: the first thing we learn about this lineage after its divine origin is that
excelling got it killed.

: A z%‘ﬁ
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RIGER , SFEEROAE , T, SRBERAEE

Qin Shm huang shi, Méng jim ngjm n Tian nan fa Chm , ci Zhmngshmn, jimng daliéym ju Chm,
SIS EEH — surname, title, then personal name, the standard split. B is adverbial,
"southward." #% = about to. 2 marks purpose, and 12 is causative here: not "feared
Chu" but "made Chu afraid.” The hunt is a military demonstration before it is anything
else.

BEAMRMEER , L (&) &2z, SREAZIK,

Zhao zum you shuzhmng ym jmnwéi, ym Lian Shmn shi zhm, détimn ym rénwén zhm zhao.
PA...4& 2z = divined it by means of the Lianshan. XEd A\ 3 echoes B 5 -&
(B XL... B A), the celestia pattern and the human one. The capture of a
rabbit is being authorised by the state apparatus of divination, with the officers
assembled.

ﬁ%EE:VAHZﬁ KﬁX% KBz , BOMmRA
, \BXMERSE , EX , BERE. A THRZE , THZ
FAET !
Shi zhm héyum: "Jmnri zhm huo, bu jimo bu y4, yi he zhm td, qum ke u ér chang xm, bm giao ér fm
jm, digm gi mao, jimn dushi zm . Timnxia gi tong shm, Qin i sui jimn zhm hou hm !"
An oracle in the shape of ariddle: four-character runs, no name given, the reader
supplies "hare." 4 isaverb here, read yi. BJhERE & inverts the object with & —
EShE becomes fHFEE &, "it isthe dlips that are supplied." Both H in the last
sentence are the modal particle, "surely, it may be" — not the possessive. And that |ast

sentence, X FE[E]E, is the one the rest of this book leans on: unify the writing and
the empire follows.
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F, BERZE , kHS , AR , MEREEE , K
Hi&m NRAERS,

Sui lie, wéi M&o shi zhm 201, b4 gf héo, z3i Ymng ér gum, xian fd yi Zhm ngtéi gmng, jU gi zd ér jim
shu fu ymn.
Six verbsin arow with almost nothing between them — the pace of acampaign
dispatch. Ik E 3% isthe hinge of the pun: 2% the champion, = the long hair, and one act
of plucking for both. EA{Z 4 = presented the captives at. 5 closes the sentence with
"there, upon them." Binding the clan is binding the bristles.

RETEEh A, MEEER , RREWT , HRE
E

Qin huangdi shm Tian ci zhm tmng mu, ér fmng zhm Gum nchéng, hao yum Gum nchéng zm | ri jian
om n chm ng ren shi.

{§ is causative: "had Tian bestow." 5& = Z 2, "him at." H is adverbial, "day by day."
And hereisthefirst B,: B #i %, "was favoured and petted." Mark it. Every
advancement in thislife arrivesin the passive voice, and the bath before audienceis
aso the hot water the hairs are washed in.

= =
FAANBECM(ES , BAEM AR RS , BAZSE.

Y®mng wéi rén giang ji ér bian mmn, z jié shéng zhm dai ym ji Qin shi, wii b zumn 1.
A A\ ="in character," the biography's character-clause, and read wéi. 5...lAK%.... =
"from ... downto ...". #E/ isthe double negative: there was nothing he did not
compile. It sounds like praise of a scholar and describes atool that writes whatever is
put to it.

13



\ . 57 > = —
f2f5m. M. SM. BR. KK, WL #EE FE. BE
R = AY QT [B5 5] ),

L UR. BR. RAZE , REFE. 2Bz B
S
Ymnyang, bm shi, zhmn xiang, ym fmng, z{ shi, shmn jmng, di zhi, zi shm, tG hua, jim [iG, bmi jim,
timnrén zhm shm, ji zhi fOt4, Lm ozm waigud zhm shum, jim sum xiang xm .

Fourteen items; read it aloud and hear it sweep. &2 & = "and even asfar as." & fTaE%

is AT + verb making anominal — "all were what he had in detail." Now read the list

again and notice what isnot in it. No &2, no 7<4%. The instrument copies everything
except the canon it exists to serve.

MBRERZE , EFEE. mHESTC , HLETE,
You tm ng yU dm ngdai zhm wu, gum nfa bu shm, shijm ng huo gian zhu ji, wéi shang sum shm .
@ = versed in. Then #E_E fT{# — BT again, and thistime the frame ... fT... fixes

his whole status: "only what hislord had him do." Court registers and market
account-books in one breath, because to a brush there is no difference between them.

BRETRKFKE. Wz, KA. PEFSS , TAE
A, EAEE,

Zi Qin huangdi ji taiza Fasa, HUhai, chéngxiang Sa, zhmng chm fm ling Gm o, xia ji guérén, wa bu
ai zhong.
H... F&... ="from ... downto ...", here running down the ranks. Names are given
by office plus personal name: ZK#8#fT is Chancellor [Li] Si, FEFF4E is Zhao Gao.
4/~ again. The reader who knows the Qin knows he has just been handed the roster of
the men who brought the dynasty down, and everyone on it loved him.

NEBAE , IEE. Foh, I5H , —BEHA , BEREESR , &
BRI

You shan sui rényi, zheng zhi, xié gm, gim o zhum , ym sui gi rén, sum jian féi gi, zhmng mo bu xie.

14



The keystone. — isadverbial, "in every case, uniformly" — —[f&H A, it followsthe
man, whoever the man is. Upright or crooked, skilled or clumsy: the brush supplies no
resistance. & B EEZE is |, passive again, "though discarded.” jitt = to leak. He never
tellswhat he was made to write, which isloyalty when aminister doesit and a property
of the object when a brush does.

WEASERTL , ARF , TR

Weéi bu xm wma shi, ran jian qmng, yi shi wa ng.
H &5 ="being invited" — the passive once more, and here almost courteous. B is
adverbial, "on occasion." A short sentence, and the only preference he is ever recorded
as having.

2HFTES  HWERW, LEFEA THEER,

Lmi bai zhmng shm ling, ym shang yi xi4, shang chang hm wé "Zhmng shm jmn."
ZFF = promoted by stages, and ¥ isitself received-voice: oneis appointed, one does
not appoint onesalf. 25 = increasingly. ¥4 = called him. Store 7 & somewhere you
can find it again — it comes back at the end and ends his career.

FHRE , AR , S ANSIAG , BAMEEE
l%'f:l_]_: J:ﬁ( 7'.I_ﬁl:.o

Shang gm n jué shi, ym héng shi zi chéng, sum gmngrénbu déli zum you, di Ymng ym zhi zhi zhm
chang shi, shang xim , fm ng ba.

The detail isfrom SE5C-F=IAE A4 the First Emperor weighed his daily paperwork
and would not rest until he had got through the weight. /<45 = not permitted to. 7 =
"only then." Of everyone at court, the two allowed to remain are the brush and the man
holding the candle — which is to say, the equipment stays.

15



FEENRZ . LR SFEREERE MR, HE
Sz WM&
Ymng ym Jiang rén Chén Xuan, Hongnong Tao Hong ji Kuaijm Chm xim nsheng ym u shan, ximng
tum zhi, gi chm chm bi xié.
Ink, inkstone and paper, each given the place that really did send them as Tang tribute,
and a surname that is the substance itself: Z black, & fired clay, ¥& for 4% the paper
mulberry. A is reciprocal, "recommended one another." 4 §Z is coming out and
staying in, service and retirement — and for these four it means being taken up and

being put away.

LR, Z ABAFEEEASE , ERERER

Shang zhao Ym ng, smn rén zhm bu dai zhao zhé ju wm ng, shang wél chang guai ym n.
# = straightway, as amatter of course. x'E = never once. At court, going in without
being summoned is presumption; with writing equipment it is simply what happens
when you send for a brush. The joke works only if you know both facts at once.

. R
BRER , EEEE , #ilz , e,

Hou ymnjinjian, shang jimng ym u rén shm, fU shi zhm, ymn mimn gumn xie.
appearstwice in different senses — "on the occasion of" and then "thereupon.”
B4 isto dust someone off, arecognised gesture of imperial favour, and also exactly
what you do to a brush before using it. %278 = took off his cap and gave thanks; a
brush uncapped is a brush about to write.

EREZR , NIEE e LE.

Shang jian gi fatm, you sum mé hua bu néng chén shang yi.
This &, isthe plain verb, "saw" — the one place in the passage where the emperor does
the seeing and Fur Tip is the thing seen. fT££% = "what he traced and drew," ft

16



nominalising again. 7% is read chén, to match, to answer to. He has gone bald and his
line has gone bad, which for aworn brush is one fact stated twice.

tEXR: "FEREMRE , MEEH. BEBETSE A
SARFER?
Shang xm xiao yum : "Zhmng shm jmn|mo ér tm, bu rén wd yong. WU chang wei jm n zhmng shm
jmnjmnbuzhmng shm yé?"
The sentence the whole piece was built to reach. 2 read one way is the office, "of
the Secretariat"; read the other way it is  zhong, to hit the mark, to befit for, plus &,
writing. "1 once called you fit-to-write. Are you now not fit to write?' 7~{E£&F = not
equal to my use. Some witnesses give B E:8FHEF, which flattens the pun by
keeping the title in both halves; this text follows 588 2, and the joke needsiit.

HH: "BEfme&OEN.

Dui yum : "Chén sum wél jin xmn zhm ym "
frsB... & =" antheonewhoiscalled...". 3> isto give one's whole heart, the
phrase aloyal minister would use — and the /(> of abrush isthe core of hair inside the
sheath. He is not protesting. He is saying: | am used up because | did the work
completely. Eight graphs, and the reply is his only line of dialogue in the whole
biography.

KAEL , BHE , ANEH,

Ym n bu fu zhao, gum fmng yi, zhm ng ya Gum nchéng.
Three clauses, eleven graphs, an entire career closed. 48 = never again. 4854 =
ended his days at. Notice there is no scene, no reproach and no farewell; the narrative
simply stops summoning him, which is precisely how abrush isretired.

17



HABEL , fETBERX , E8EW , ETLLE | qelk
AL
Qi zm smn shén dum, san chm Zhm ngguo yi di, jim mao Gum nchéng, wéi jm Zhm ngshm n zhm , néng
jifuzm ye.

BUE = scattered and dwelling. § =to claim falsely, to pass onesalf off as. Brushes

everywhere are sold under the Guancheng name and only the Zhongshan ones are the
real article— a complaint about trade descriptions, delivered deadpan as genealogy.

P - UN=
KEAHE : ERAEMIE. H—#H , XIZFHRE , b
B, @ & BEW, BEFEEL. BE.

Tai shm gmng yum: Mao shi ymu limng z0. Qi ym Jm xing, Wén wang zhm zm fm ng yi Mé&o, sum
wél Lm, Wei, Mao, Dmn zhm ym , Zhanguo shi ym u M&o Gm ng, Mao Sui.
K5/ vH is SimaQian's own closing formula, the signature of the Shiji, and
appropriating it isthe largest joke in the piece and the most serious. fTag... &t again.
The Zhou Mao are real; the enfeoffment at Mao isin the Z£{&. Everything in this
paragraph is genuine except the subject.

BPLLZTE , AAEARY  FREAEE. (B 2K
, RABTELT , IEHSE.

DU Zhm ngshm n zhm z(, bu zhm gi bmnsum chm, zm smn zui wé fan chm ng. Chmngim zhm chéng,
jianjuéylu Kmngzm , ér fmi qi zui.
Hereisthe full passive frame at last: &, + verb + 74 + agent. RABHAFLF = "was cut
off by Confucius." When the Chungiu was finished Confucius laid the brush down and
wrote no more, and this sentence goes out of its way to enter a defence — TMIEHESE,
and it was not his fault. Also 2T, "where he originally came out from," fT doing
itswork one more time.

18



EEBERTLZE  I2HFEEW , thaa4 Mgy
EHEE,

Ji Méng jim ngjm n ba Zhm ngshm n zhm hao, Shm huang fm ng zhm Gum nchéng, shi sui ym u ming, ér
Jm xing zhm Mao wu wén.

K =whenit cameto. 3 = ZHi4 again. & = went unheard of. Set the two branches
side by side: the ancient noble line vanishes from the record, and the line that was
hunted down and put to work is the one the world remembers. Being seized is what
made the name.

AR R , XRAE , T2EAER , FAEED) , EAENE
, UZR G , TE/DEEL !

Ymng shm ym fUjian, z( jian ren shm, Qin zhm mié zhm héu, Ymng yu ym u gm ng, shm ng bu chou

|40, ym Imojianshm, Qinznmnshmomn zmi!
Three R, in one sentence, and the grammar focus pays out: PA{% &, was brought
forward as a captive; R {E{#, was employed; & B i, was pushed aside on grounds
of age. #4...%¢... = atfirst ... intheend .... £d isread yU, took part in. EAEHES = the
reward did not answer the labour. & closes on the exclamation. Count the passives
across the whol e biography and you have the argument without needing any
commentary: heis captured, washed, enfeoffed, favoured, discarded, employed, set
aside. He acts once, and it is to speak eight graphs.

19



FOUR - PASSAGESTO WORK

Four passages, chosen because the chapter's argument turns on them. Pinyin is left off
deliberately — these are the lines you work cold. Translate onto the ruled lines. The
Englishis at the back, and it is worth more to you if you do not look first.

A - Thediviner'sprophecy — — . %%

GEEE: "SHZE , AAT KRB,
BRHMRZA , \BMmik/E , WEHE , BhEE
KTHERE , REERART !

20



B - What kind of servant heis— =, {13

NEBAE  IEE. Beh. T94t , —BEHEA ,
HERRERE | AL,

C - Thedismissal — 9. E&

ERHEZET , NFEEAR R LE.
LIE5R : "HREFZMET , MEEH.
BERETE , BESAFEI?

HH: "EfmeaOEN. |

21



D - Theverdict — i, K2 H

FAIRMER, , X R , RZBAK , FAREY,
BEAREE , WZRG , RRDRELE !

22
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FIVE - THE ENGLISH

A rendering to check yourself against, not a finished translation. It stays literal where the
Chinese is strange, and |eaves the seams showing on purpose — a smoothed English
hides exactly the places worth arguing aboui.

—. it Ancestry

Fur Tip was aman of Zhongshan. His ancestor was Bright-Eyes. Bright-Eyes assisted
Y u in ordering the lands of the east, and having merit in the nurture of the myriad
things was on that account enfeoffed in the region of Mao, and at his death became
one of the twelve spirits. He once said: “My descendants are the posterity of divine
intelligence and must not be the same as the other creatures. They ought to be born
from the mouth.” And afterwards it was indeed so.

Bright-Eyes descendant in the eighth generation was Nao. Tradition hasit that in the
time of Yin helived at Zhongshan, obtained the arts of the immortals, could hide his
form in the light and set things moving at his command, stole away Heng E and rode
the toad into the moon; after which hisline withdrew and did not serve — soitissaid.
The one who lived by the east wall was called Qun. He was cunning and afine
runner, and contended in ability with Han Lu, and Han Lu could not match him. Han
Lu, enraged, took counsel with Song Que and killed him, and minced his household.

— . J¥¥& TheHunt

In the time of the First Emperor of Qin, Genera Meng Tian marched south against
Chu, halted at Zhongshan, and was about to hold a great hunt in order to strike fear
into Chu. He summoned the Shuzhang of the left and right together with the
commandants, and divined the matter by the Lianshan, obtaining the omen of the
celestial and the human patterns. The diviner offered congratul ation, saying:
“Today’ stake has no horns and no fangs; it is of the sort that goes clothed in coarse
cloth; its mouth is gapped and its whiskerslong; it has eight orifices and sitswith its
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legs folded under. Take only itslong hair, and the slips and boards will be supplied.
The world will surely write alike, and Qin will surely go on to annex the feudal
lords!”

So they hunted. They surrounded the clan of Mao, plucked out its champions, |oaded
Fur Tip and returned, presented the captives at Zhangtai Palace, gathered the clan
together and bound them fast. The Emperor of Qin had Meng Tian bestow on him hot
water and washing, and enfeoffed him at Guancheng, styling him Viscount of
Guancheng; and day by day he was favoured, petted, and put to employment.

=. {£3 In Service

Fur Tip was by nature retentive of memory and quick to hand. From the age of
knotted cords down to the affairs of Qin, there was nothing he did not compile and set
down. Yin and yang; divination by shell and by stalk; physiognomy; medical
prescriptions; clan geneal ogies,; the mountain classics; the geographies; the
character-books; the pictures; the nine streams; the hundred schools; the writings of
heaven and man; and as far as the Buddha and the foreign doctrines of Laozi — all of
it was what he had in full detail. He was versed too in the business of the present age:
the registers and files of the offices, the notations of goods and cash in the markets —
only ever whatever hislord had him do.

From the Emperor of Qin and the heir apparent Fusu, Hu Hai, the Chancellor Si and
the Director of the Imperial Carriages Gao, down to the people of the state, there was
none who did not love and value him. He was good, too, at following aman’s
intention: upright or crooked, deft or clumsy, in every case he followed the man he
was with. Though he was discarded, to the end he kept silent and let nothing leak.
Only he did not care for military men — yet if he was invited, he went from time to
time all the same.

By stages he was promoted to Director of the Secretariat. He and hislord grew ever
more familiar, and hislord used to call him Lord of the Secretariat. When the
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Emperor decided affairs in person, setting himself a quota by balance and
stone-weight, even the pal ace attendants were not permitted to stand at his side; only
Fur Tip and the man holding the candle were in constant attendance, and only when
the Emperor rested did they stop. Fur Tip was on good terms with Chen Xuan, a man
of Jiang, with Tao Hong of Hongnong, and with Master Chu of Kuaiji. They
recommended one another, and in coming forth and staying back they were always
together. When his lord summoned Fur Tip, the three of them would go along without
waiting to be called, and hislord never once thought it strange.

9. R Dismissal

L ater, on the occasion of an audience, when hislord was about to give him a
commission, he dusted him off, and thereupon Fur Tip removed his cap and gave
thanks. Hislord saw that his hair had gone bald, and that what he traced and drew
could no longer answer to hislord’ sintention. His lord laughed and said: “The Lord
of the Secretariat is old and bald and is not equal to my use. | once called you fit to
write — are you now not fit to write?” He answered: “Y our servant iswhat is called
one who has given hiswhole heart.” Thereupon he was not summoned again, and
returned to hisfief, and ended his days at Guancheng.

His descendants were very many, scattered and dwelling through the Central Lands
and the outer regions, and all of them claim Guancheng; but only those who live at
Zhongshan are able to carry on the business of their fathers and forefathers.

. K%/ F TheGrand Historian’s Verdict

The Grand Historian says: The Mao have two branches. One of them is of the Ji
surname — a son of King Wen was enfeoffed at Mao, and these are what are called
Lu, Wei, Mao and Dan; and in the Warring States there were Lord Mao and Mao Sui.
Only of the Zhongshan branch is the origin unknown, and its descendants are the
most flourishing of all. When the Chungiu was completed, he was cut off by
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Confucius— and it was not his fault.

When General Meng plucked out the champions of Zhongshan and the First Emperor
enfeoffed them at Guancheng, the line at last had a name in the world, while the Mao
of the Ji surname went unheard of. Fur Tip first appeared as a captive and in the end
was taken into employment. When Qin destroyed the feudal lords, Fur Tip had a part
in the merit of it; yet the reward did not answer the labour, and on grounds of age he
was set aside. Qin was truly sparing of kindness!

One thing to carry away. | do not get the last word here —the Grand Historian does.
What | get is eight graphs in the middle of a joke about my own baldness. So when you
have wor ked the passages and read the English back, go and look at the first sentence
again: B4 , F LU A. Aman of Zhongshan. Everything this piece does, it does by
declining to say what | am.
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Chapter Two - Shooting the Screech-Owl

5EII3K - Han Yu (768-824)

“A short one, and the machine at its plainest. A thing is named,

it is charged, it is destroyed — no deal, no delay. Read the

Chinese first. Do not look at my English until you have made

your own; it is at the back of the chapter, and it will keep.”

1 - THE TEXT
BERBREIIN , 5 RS

SIE

Febsfz BIETE , EHRBARE A
RARKGHIES , EFAIRIFEZA.
REALKE RS | M=t IRREE,
ZEHASTANTE | BRI E SR 4.
BOFIRER K, IR BB,

sz SRIERFE

PRI TEE P R R,

AR T ITRT LR , BB,
REFRRE , AHAGEFEARAR.

BR1FFHSHE

, AR AR SRAERT

NEEPIVER , —RETSARYE.

J
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2 - VOCABULARY

21| xun ha the screech-owl; also #ll}§ xiuliu, % xiao
=[5 zi hu calls out its own name — the cry was heard

as the bird's name

AR 58 péng shan  fiff faction + &8 to fan — to whip up into a
faction

HBE gUng jué bracket-arms and square rafters (variant £3)

FHBEER tui ji ta the daubed plaster crumbles (8% read as ¥ ji)

ARAER na xia “what leisure?” — rhetorical: how could she
possibly

R B af j1 ké chu the chicks in the coop (& nest, 4 chick)

glg luan noun as verb: to let hatch, to indulge into
being

&S qin qu to labor at, take pains over

FI4R dou bing the handle of the Dipper (the Plough's three
tail-stars)

1THE xing zhou swings round to prop, comes to brace
against

ritfez)is X1 nan yua the southwest corner

{%ﬂ ting jian stopped-up treachery — contestable; see the
march
S tang tu to affront, to rush rudely upon, to profane
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FANS

=RERR

iz
AR
=
FEE R
5

—x

X1 hé wu
gin géng li
lou

jido xing

xu ya

sul xu

xiao

yi fu

the sun-crow of Xihe — Xihe drives the
sun-chariot

trespasses the watches, runs out the
water-clock (Jfs the clepsydra)

to be spared by luck, to get off

an instant, a moment

ah! — a sigh of grief or of resolve

wide-eyed, glaring; both eyes stretched open

the owl — and the verb “behead and hang up
the head” (&)

one man; a real variant reads —4%& “a single
arrow”

3 - THE MARCH THROUGH

This chapter's grammar job: the seven-syllable line's stacked

verb-object pairs, and the battery of rhetorical questions that

actually drives the poem. Six of them in twenty-two lines — FHBEZ. -

ARAE - SBD - SRR - TR -

w8

§152. Track them and you have the

argument: each question moves the case forward a step without

ever stating a premise.
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Unit 1
BEBRMANIN , s 8.
you nido yé féi ming xun hy, / jin xidng xié jido kua zi hi.
Existential & opens the scene; £ is a verb, “is named.” The second

line stacks three verb-object pairs (#5 - #¥% - EF[BMF]) with no
connectives — that compression is what the seven-syllable line is

for. Note the rhyme #{ hu / I¥ hi: the sound is the hoot.

Unit 2
FelsaRIEIKE , ESMRTAER A1,
chéng shi yin hei zhi wo wu, / shéng shi kang kai fei chang cu.
JEE is “beyond the normal,” not the modern compound “unusual.”
#%18E normally carries a hero's ardor; turned sour here it is bluster.
1FFKE puts the speaker in the case.

Unit 3

l\\\ku ﬂﬁmilu ’ :E{/EE erEI\\\// o
an ran da huan shui weéi ji, / zao zuo bai guai fei wa xu.
First rhetorical question, and it works as an assertion: ;%=
“whom does it dread?” = it dreads no one. Then the double

negative 3EM2E, “not without need” — the tricks have a purpose,
which plants the treachery charge seven couplets early. [?] ZH is

arguable.

Unit 4
RRBIAKES | Bt TARE R,

ju gui zhéng yao zi péng shan, / bai diao gUng jué tui ji ta.
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The charge proper, and note what it charges: not haunting but
ORGANISING — RRAFFK, it musters a following. Han Yu's taste for
hard technical nouns is on show (#£#f, 8%); compare the carpentry

list in 243,

Unit 5
ZEHASANE |, AR E S 4.
ci mu bao ér pa ru xi, / na xia géng hu ji ke chu.
Second rhetorical question. R “what leisure to...” and ¥ “further,
on top of that.” The menace has reached the hearth: too frightened

for the child to mind the poultry.

Unit 6
HRFIERK , IILEYE 2R,
wo nian gian kun dé tai da, / luan ci € wu chang gin qu.
Y§ is the gem: a noun (“egg”) pressed into service as a verb — to let

hatch, to indulge into being. And =¥, “evil creature,” is the
classification word; hold it, because the crocodile is pre-filed under

the same term.

Unit 7
AN . — —
M SRVERE , FIM TR,
SACHE A LTSI =z 0 DA 3
AERBIRITRT LR , EAERIMNS.
zong zhi di ji ju you hai, / dou bing xing zhou x1 nan yu. / shui wei ting jian
jlyéu ju, / yi yu tang tu Xi hé wu.
Two more questions, and the hinge of the poem. The Dipper line is
the hardest thing here: the handle of the Dipper points to different
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quarters through the year, and southwest marks a season, so the
sense is “the hour is passing anyway” — delay looked safe. Then the
escalation that licenses force: a night-creature meaning to affront
the SUN. Not a pest now but a rebel against the cosmic order. [?]
{Z4F is contestable — possibly “its treachery does not stop.” [?] F#J:
the standard graph for the Dipper is 3}; 9 here is printed as the

witnesses have it.

Unit 8
REFRRBE , FAIREEARZAR.
gin geng li lou gi mi li, / hé you jiao xing xiu xu yu.
Fifth question. {5 s — it violates the ordered divisions of the
night, the watches and the clepsydra. Watch the ladder the charge

has climbed: roof, mother, sun, and now the measure of time itself.

By this couplet force is already inevitable.

Unit 9
BREIFHSIFE | RCRIRIREERT,
z1 ya wang she qgi dé yi, / hou ru liang yan zhang sui xu.
Sixth and last question: §132 “how could it be helped” — the
reluctant-executioner note that keeps this from bloodlust. & = /&:

he stops describing the bird and addresses it. i is a binome you

should say aloud; it is the stare down the arrow.

Unit 10
SEEPIER | —RETSARHAEL.

xiao jing duo lidng shé zou dou, / yi fu zhdn jing qan chu ku.
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The disposal, pure force, down to the last chick. Two things to
catch. P& (the owl falls, struck, downward) against £ (the snake
flees, sideways, and gets away) — and the snake has appeared
nowhere before, so it reads as a confederate of the ringleader
charged in couplet four. Then & itself: the word for this bird is also
the verb for beheading and displaying the head. The poem closes on
a graph that contains its own sentence.
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4 - PASSAGES TO WORK

No pinyin and no English here on purpose. Render each passage in
your own hand, then compare with the back of the chapter.

A - The naming

The machine cannot start until the thing has a name. Render this
couplet, and mark what the naming does that a description would
not.

BEBRRANIN , s 8.

B - The charge, and the escalation

The indictment and the step that licenses killing. The Dipper line is
the hardest in the poem — give it your own reading before you look
at mine.

REMKEARE , TR,
Mz SRIEAFE , FIMTTIER .
AR AT T LR , EAERIEHS.
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C - The disposal

Name, charge, dispose — and here is dispose. Watch the two verbs
of motion, and watch what the last graph of the poem also means.

NEERIVER , —RETCRRFAEA,
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5 - THE ENGLISH, AT THE BACK

There is a bird that flies by night; its name is the screech-owl. It
preens on its ferocity, harbors its cunning, and brags out its own
name for a call.

It waits for the black of night to settle on my roof, and the
swagger of its voice is coarse beyond measure. Calm as you
please, it shrieks — who is there to fear? — and the hundred
uncanny tricks it works are not for nothing.

It gathers ghosts and marshals demons, whipping them into a
faction of its own; it rattles the bracket-beams till the plaster
crumbles from the roof.

A loving mother clutches her child, afraid to come to the table —
what leisure has she to guard the chicks in the coop?

I consider that Heaven and Earth are vast in their virtue, and so
I have long taken the trouble to let this evil creature hatch and
live.

To let it be — surely that brings no immediate harm; the handle
of the Dipper swings round and props the southwest corner. But
who would have said its schemes of stopped-up treachery would
grow worse still — that it means to rush and assault the
sun-crow of Xihe itself?

Night after night it trespasses the watches and drains the
water-clock; its malignant air grows fiercer, and there is no way
to be spared it even for a moment.
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Ah — that I should go and shoot it is hardly what I wished; I lie in
wait for you, both my eyes stretched wide and staring.

The owl startles and falls from the beam; the snake flees down
its hole. One man cuts through the necks, and the whole brood

withers dead.

“Twenty-two lines, and the whole machine: named in the first
couplet, charged in the fourth, sentenced in the seventh,
executed in the eleventh. The crocodile gets three days, then
five, then seven. Ask yourself why the owl got none — that is the
first thing we take up next.”
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Chapter Three - A Notice Served on the

Crocodiles
x4 - Han Yu, Chaozhou, 819

“The owl got an arrow with no warning. This patient gets a
letter — a dated document, a precedent, three days to leave, and
only then the arrows. Same machine, full dress. Read it as what
it is: a legal brief. And notice it is addressed to reptiles but
written for the capital to read.”

1 - THE TEXT

MERAH , EINRIRRER , FESEHHERE , LFE—H—
IR ZTRK , P RE  MEZR :

BETERAXT , JIliZE , BE1ET] , Dkadee AR
BE Rtz g2k,
RiETES , FgeirfF , ALz M , B8 8L, DU
REW, NSz XARMERR | BmRZIKEINE
AL, TREEFAT.
SRFWEA , MR , UiBZ5 , NEZA , EEm
B2 ; MBS SN ZiEH , RIsERSZTE , R
BRIAME R SR B B 1R 2 AR IR TR 2 SE AN AT Bl 1| 5
R,
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R XAFdn , STHL , JAKR , MERREREAANRZE
BRERE. B K. B &, RS, LEHT% ;
BRI TR |, FRARE.

RILHEEST , FRBEAEARE N0, IMURR , ARE
Z , MERAR | BAXFaARA&R , BESAREAR
SRR,

R, HEERIRE Wiz, XKigfEHRR , ik X
VREEZAR , BARER , LANE SRR EM,
AR eZ  F=H , ARBAERMERE , DUBXF 2 a0
% ; =HARE , Z5H ; ABABE, Z2TH ; THARE,

e N U

EABERIE , BRASH ; AR, BIREEREIAAE , &
RHEAE  AEAME. XX FaE  FiEHE K~
Bz, WMETEAEMARYES , BAR. RILRE
MIXER , #2855 % , MREEaRE , LERIE. K
ity |
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2 - VOCABULARY

MFERAH

EEEH

weéi nian
yue ri

junshi ya tui

tou

Exi

lié shan zé

wang shéng

chuo ren

de bo

bunéng

yuan you

han yan
luan yu

yi gu gi sud

“on such a year, month and day” — the
dating formula that opens an official
document, not a private lament

military judicial officer — the subordinate,
Qin Ji, sent to deliver it

to cast into water — the recognised channel
to a spirit, the same verb as #Be

the Bad Stream; later renamed %71, the Han
River, after the man who wrote this

cleared the mountains and marshes (%1 here
= %!, to clear by burning)

nets, ropes and pronged blades (B = 49; 1% to
stab)

evil creature — the classification word; you
met it on the owl

virtue grown thin — the mark of the lesser
later kings

could not hold what lay far off — the frontier
lapse; hold this phrase

to lurk submerged and to hatch and rear
(j#k& lie hidden in water)

was indeed its proper place — the
concession, granted in order to be revoked
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\l,
e
op

HmE

AGAR AR,

BB
ERS

VIS

liuhé

fu ér you zhi

YU ji sud
yan

z4a chu

han ran

zhéng wéi
zhang xiong

na ruo

Xin xin xian
Xian

gu qi shi
budé bu
ming wan
bu ling

shuai chou
lei

nan xi yu
hai

the six directions — the four quarters plus up
and down; all space

soothed and held — the language of
reconquest, and the exact reversal of
RegRAf

where Yu's footprints reached (3& to cover,
extend over) — the sage-mapped realm

to dwell mixed together — what the crocodile
may NOT do with the Prefect

goggle-eyed, bulging — glaring and defiant

to contend to be the dominant male — the
croc charged as a rival sovereign

a plodding weakling (2 a worn-out nag) —
the Prefect's mock-modesty

timid-timid, blinking-blinking — a
reduplicative binome; say it aloud

by the very force of his position he cannot
but — the office compelling the act

dull, stupid and unresponsive — lacking %z;
the disqualifying condition

lead your ugly kind

remove south to the sea (4 to relocate) —
the prescribed remedy
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==H jin san ri to the full of three days — then FLH, then
tH

e EL giang gong  strong bows and poisoned arrows — the
du shi force held back until the end

Himis qi wa hui let there be no regret — “do not say you
were not warned”

3 - THE MARCH THROUGH

This chapter's grammar job: the machinery of formal argument in
prose. Three things carry it. The escalating comparison j%...&%

'U

(“how much more...!”), used twice to move from a conceded case to
an unanswerable one. The instrumental )|, everywhere, threading
purpose through action. And the graduated conditional

=HABE , ZiH — a deadline built as a descending staircase, which

is the single most imitated structure in the whole corpus.

Unit 1

EERAE , FMNRISREER , FESEHESE , LE—%—
, FEEIR 2 BK , PERRE  MEZHE :

wéi nidn yue ri, Chdaozhou cishi Han YU, shi junshi yatui Qin Ji, yi yang y1
zhi yi, téu Ex1 zhi tdnshui, yi yu éyu shi, ér gao zhi yue:

Two structural things before the argument starts. He SENT a
deputy — {#...Z&/% — so the rite may work by delegation, the office
and the paper rather than the man's body. And #z...7&7K, casting into
the pool, is the established postal route to a water spirit. Watch
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4~ H, the serving-notice verb; the poverties will parody it. The
sheep and pig look like an offering, but read on and ask whether
they are propitiation or simply a way to CONVENE the defendants
— you cannot serve papers on an absent party.

Unit 2

BRERAXT , JIliE , E4EEY) , DRatvEy AR
=4 , WMt 2 Uigz 5.

X1 Xianwang ji you tianxia, lie shan zé, wang shéng chuo ren, yi chu chéng
shé e wu wéi min hai zhé, qu ér chu zhi sihai zhi wai.
He opens on precedent: the sage-kings already did exactly this.
Note the grammar of the long object — PAf%...7&, “in order to
remove those which...”, with # closing a whole relative clause
mivsEm AR = creatures that harm the people). The classical
commentary catches the design: 1IF:%3%ug , {8AA[JC, state the
upright argument first and it cannot be gainsaid. The crocodile is
pre-filed as z2¥) before any charge is laid.

Unit 3
BT , RepEs , BITEZR , MEEY | bl
REH PSR ARMEEY | EAEENE
ALY, JREELAT,

ji houwang dé boé, bunéng yuan you, zé Jiang Han zhi jian, shang jie qi
zhi, yi yi Méan Yi Chu Yue, kuang Chdo ling hai zhi jian, qu jingshi wan li
zai! eyu zhi hédn yan luan yu yu ci, yi gu qi suo.

First ji...&k: if the empire gave up even the Yangtze-Han region,
how much more a district ten thousand li out. The rhetorical move
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grants the crocodile its foothold — FREEFT, it was indeed its proper
place. The commentary: £5F&ET , WEKRE—%. . He blames
the later kings and deliberately gives the creature a step's slack.
The concession exists to be revoked.

Unit 4
SR MEA , FREEE , Wigzsh , NEZA , S
B2 ; MBRHER , N2, RILHRS TG, B R
AR SR B B 2 AR SR E AR 2 SRR AN mT Bl ok sE 3%
BRI,

jin tianzi si Tang wei, shénsheng ci wu, sihai zhi wai, liuhé zhi nei, jie fu
ér you zhi; kuang YU ji su0 yan, Yangzhou zhi jin di, cishi xianling zhi suo
zhi, chu gongfu yi gong tiandi zongmiao baishén zhi si zhi rang zhé zai?
eyu gi buké yu cishi za chu ci tu yé.

The hinge of the whole piece. E{#MA < reverses ANEEiZH exactly:
the lapse is over, the centre holds the far country again, so the
foothold conceded a moment ago is revoked. Expelling the crocodile
COMPLETES a reconquest. The commentators marked both halves
— BEIE A& against the earlier lapse, and /A 2—&4M48, this
sentence is the linchpin of the piece. They also left a grammar
instruction worth obeying: —+PF{E—4);&, read those twenty-four
characters as ONE sentence. The whole @ E&P5.. 1#E&E is a single
rhetorical question.
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Unit 5
RISEZRFdn , STHE , AR | TNEERIEANTZE |
BREERE. fE. K. B 157, BHS , ER % ;
EARISTTHE |, S ARLE.

cishi shou tianzi ming, shou ci tu, zhi ci min, ér eyt han ran bu an xitan,
ju chu shi min chu, xiéng shi lu zhang, yi féi qi shén, yi zhong qi zisun; yu
cishi kang ju, zhéng wéi zhang xiéng.

ap

~

The charge, and note what it charges. Not appetite — sovereignty.
% A, contending to be the dominant male, makes the creature a
rival lord disputing jurisdiction with the Son of Heaven's officer,
which reframes pest control as a contest of legitimate rule. Two
instrumental A clauses give the purpose of the eating:

DUEEES , PIFEHEF& — to fatten itself and to breed. It is not raiding,
it is colonising. SFIt,TJABLE travels: the Fujian dispatches of 975 lift

it verbatim.

Unit 6
RISEHEESS , LB AEARKE T, MRS , ARE
Z , MNETAAD | BAXFaIRAT , BEARSEA
BAERR Y
cishi sui nu ruo, yi an kén wei eéya di shou xia xin, xin xin xian xian, wéi
min li xia, yi tou huod yu ci yé! gié chéng tianzi ming yi 1ai wéi li, gu gi shi
budé bu yu éyu bian.
%H...JB is a rhetorical question doing the work of a refusal. Then
the sentence that explains the entire genre: EHE 154, by the

very force of his position he cannot but. The double negative
matters — it is not that he wants to, it is that the role leaves him no
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choice. The office acts through the man. And {{M{ZAT performs its
meaning in sound; texts vary between %f (argue it out) and ##
(distinguish).

Unit 7

A, HigRw s - BN, KigfEHR , Btz X
VIR A, BARE , MEME  BREFEMASEN,
ALl /R=H , HEXBAmERE , MKEXFZh
¥, =HAEE, ZEAH ; AEAEE, ZtH ; tHARE,
AR BEHE,

eyu you zhi, qi ting cishi yan: Chao zhi zhou, dahai zai qi nan, jing péng
zhi da, xia xie zhi xi, wa bu rong gui, yi shéng yi shi, eyt zhao fa ér xi zhi
yé. jin yu eyu yueé: jin san ri, qi shuai chou lei nan xi yu hai, yi bi tianzi zhi
ming li; san ri bunéng, zhi wu ri; wu ri bunéng, zhi qi ri; qi ri bunéng, shi
zhong bu keén xi yé.

The deadline, and the structure everyone copied.

—HAEE , 21 H ; AHABE , ZEH — each failure renews the offer
and tightens the case. The sea is described generously first (whale
and roc, shrimp and crab, room for all) so that refusal cannot be
pleaded as hardship. And the opening conditional F4%] is a trap: if
you can understand, obey; if you cannot, that itself proves the next
paragraph's charge. Either branch convicts.
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Unit 8
RABRIE , BRASFH ; AR, AIREEREIAAE , &
RHAE  AEAD, XEKTFzeE A EEE A
MLV, BRTAABEMARYESE , B0, RIHHE
MIER , #85F% , NREERE , BERIE. H
Tty |

shi bu you cishi, tingcéng i yan yé; buran, zé shi ey ming wan bu ling,
cishi sul you yan, bu wén bu zhi yé. fu ao tianzi zhi ming li, bu ting gi yan,
bu xi yi bi zhi, yi ming wan bu ling ér wéi min wu hai zhé, jié ké sha.
cishi zé xuan cai ji i min, cao giang gong du shi, yi yu eyu congshi, bi jin
sha nai zhi. gi wa hui!

The sentence, and the concept that licenses it. & is numinous
responsiveness, the capacity to hear and heed; to lack it is to fall
outside the order of things that can be reasoned with, and THAT is
what makes killing lawful. Responsiveness itself is the test. &0
also travels — it reappears in the Fujian dispatches. Zeng Guofan
judged this piece to carry the force of Sima Xiangru's CGHE&E#) , a
military proclamation: a sacrificial wrapper with a war-summons

inside.
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4 - PASSAGES TO WORK

No pinyin and no English here on purpose. Render each passage in
your own hand, then compare with the back of the chapter.

A - The lapse, and the reconquest

The essay's spine is here and nowhere else: a phrase in the third

section reversed exactly in the fourth. Render both, and mark the
two clauses that mirror each other.

RETMEE , ReeEn , BIDEXM , MEE |
SRR RERIE R, SRR, |
SEFREL , WEER , (825, NEZN
ETA .
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B - The graduated deadline

The most copied structure in the corpus. Keep the staircase visible
in your English — the repetition is not clumsiness, it is the legal
record being built.

AMERA  F=H , AXBREEERE , IEX
fzE ; B4R, Z2hH ; AHAGE , 2tH
, THARE , B ABU.

C - The condition that licenses killing

0000 is the hinge of the whole book. Give it your own rendering
before you look at mine, and decide what you think [] is doing.
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KEXRF 2z, AMEHE  AMERURZ | SRR
AEMARYEE , B0
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5 - THE ENGLISH, AT THE BACK

On such-and-such a day, Han Yu, Prefect of Chaozhou, sent his
military judicial officer Qin Ji to cast one sheep and one pig into
the deep water of the Bad Stream, as food for the crocodiles, and
to announce to them, saying:

In old times, when the former kings held all under heaven, they
cleared the mountains and marshes, and with nets, ropes and
pronged blades drove out the reptiles, snakes and evil creatures
that harmed the people, casting them beyond the four seas.

But when later kings came, their virtue thinned; they could not
hold what lay far off, and so even the land between the Yangtze
and the Han they abandoned to the Man, the Yi, the Chu and the
Yue — how much more this stretch of Chaozhou, between the
ranges and the sea, ten thousand li from the capital! That the
crocodiles should lurk and breed here was, back then, only
fitting.

But today the Son of Heaven has succeeded to the Tang throne
— sagely, holy, kind and martial. Beyond the four seas, within
the six directions, all is soothed and held. How much more the
ground where Yu's own footprints reached, the near country of
Yangzhou, governed by prefects and magistrates, land that
yields tribute and tax to supply the sacrifices to Heaven, Earth,
the ancestral temples and the hundred gods! The crocodiles
most certainly may not share this soil with the Prefect.

%% Fur Tip Teaches Demon-Expulsion Literature



The Prefect has received the Son of Heaven's command to guard
this land and govern this people. But the crocodiles,
goggle-eyed, will not rest quiet in their creek: they seize and
settle, devour the people's livestock — bears, pigs, deer, roebuck
— to fatten themselves and breed their young; they stand against
the Prefect and contend to be the stronger lord.

The Prefect, though weak and plodding, how could he bow his
head and cringe before crocodiles — timid and blinking, shamed
before his people and clerks — and steal a living here? Holding
the Son of Heaven's command and come here as an officer, by
the very force of his position he cannot but have it out with the
crocodiles.

If the crocodiles have sense, let them heed the Prefect's words:
to the south of Chaozhou lies the great sea, which takes in all,
from the whale and the roc to the shrimp and the crab, all
finding room to live and feed there. The crocodiles could reach it
between morning and evening. Now the Prefect makes this pact
with them: within three days, lead your ugly kind south and
remove to the sea, and so give way to the Son of Heaven's
appointed officer. Three days failing, then five; five failing, then
seven; seven days failing means you truly will not go.

Either you do not acknowledge the Prefect and will not heed his
words; or else you are dull, stupid and unresponsive, so that
though the Prefect speaks, you neither hear nor understand.
Now one who defies the Son of Heaven's officer, will not heed his
words, will not remove out of his way — together with the dull,
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stupid, unresponsive creature that harms the people and other
beings — all may be killed. The Prefect will then pick skilled
officers and men, take up strong bows and poisoned arrows, and
settle the matter with the crocodiles: he will not stop until he has

killed them all. Do not say you were not warned!

“There is the full procedure, done properly. The owl was named,
charged and shot in twenty-two lines. The crocodile gets a dated
document, a precedent, a concession, a reconquest, an
indictment, a graduated deadline, and only then the poisoned
arrows. Same machine — name, charge, dispose — but here you
can watch every gear turn. And the river is now called the Han
River, after the man who wrote them this letter. Next, a patient
you cannot gather with a pig.”
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Chapter Four - A Reprimand to the

Fever-Demon
5EES - Han Yu (768-824)

“This patient cannot be gathered with a pig. It is a fever, and
Han Yu treats it as a demon with a name, a father and bad
manners. Watch three things: the pedigree handed to it, the four
kinds of healer who try and fail before he steps in with nothing
but words, and a send-off that does not kill it but sends it home
to live decently. Five-character lines. Read them aloud.”

1 - THE TEXT
JBIBIKTER , SRR,
ARE T, HEEREK.
FIKIEFERL | SIRATEM.
SKEEHE] , ARG,
BENES , ZAERSH.
RADMESCKE , BEATRAKE.
RHADEAS , S1ERER.
FHRDFETIZE |, FHEasCtadE.
Bigz B, PP,
AHEFM AR , RIRIABIHL.
MEHIRIT , ST,
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SARBA | AN RER.
RIIKTE , BIERITIC.
B AR, B AP,
FFIRER A G , FH83IE.
[EERELIR , BRFTMRIE,
Bl rEE , Mgk RE.

%
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2 - VOCABULARY

Iy

IK7E

)

AEF

Xie xie

shui di

Xie xie

bu xiao zi

fen...wei

chéng qiu

héan re

weéng yu

ou xié

chou hui

xUn guan

ai zhu

fretful, worn-down, petty-busy — of a
diminished spirit

the Water Emperor, i.e. #g¥8 Zhuanxu, god of
water and of the north — the demon's line

fading, waning (3§ to wither, decline) — and
it chimes with /g above it

an unworthy son — one who does not
resemble (8) his forebears

to work up, to brandish its menace

riding the autumn — the season the fever
comes on

cold-and-heat — the alternating chill and
fever of the ague

old man and old woman — the afflicted
common folk

vomit and flux (B = &) — the sick body's
discharges, where the demon feeds

foul and filthy — what it cannot tell from
clean

to fumigate and to dose — the physician's
smoke-and-draught treatment

cones of mugwort, burned on the skin — the
moxa-master's method
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o

~
HH

pili

dao bi

zhou chu

wei wei
zu Xuan ér

fu Xu

wei mei yu

gian hui

cao xing

tian jué zu

tian ran

bu zhi guil

zhan zhan

mén ji

furéng qi

a thunderbolt — what the curse-master's
tongue looses

knife-and-brush — the talisman-master's
tools for cutting and inscribing charms

the stock you issue from (g lineage, scion)

lofty, towering — said of the gate and house,
with mock awe

grandfather Xuanyuan (the Yellow Emperor),
father Zhuanxu

the former lustre not yet effaced (jX = Bk to
dim; #§ fine repute)

conduct, moral bearing — which this heir
does not cultivate

to shame your ancestors (7x to disgrace; & =
H) — high classical diction

brazen-faced, showing one's face without
shame

does not know enough to go home — the
core reproach, and the diagnosis

deep-and-clear — the water music; the
send-off begins on this binome

gate and threshold-ground (%% the bounds by
a gate)

a lotus banner
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ik Jiu Ge the Nine Songs — the #&f shaman-hymns of
the Chu south

IFEE hao ci good words, fine language — the literatus's
weapon, and the poem's thesis

I duo off with you! — an expelling shout (some
texts read &)

3 - THE MARCH THROUGH

This chapter's grammar job: the five-character line, and the
language of direct address. Two things to track. The
REDUPLICATIVE BINOMES — J8/8, #f:#, #i#, HH — which do
work no single graph can, and which the Fujian dispatches later
imitate by the handful. And the APOSTROPHE: from &% onward
the poem stops describing and starts speaking TO the demon,
ending on a bare imperative (IfjZZ<%i&). Notice also the equational
A in JHIEARI — “let the clear waves BE your robes” — which is
how the send-off furnishes a house out of a river.

Unit 1
JBIBKTER , R IARIE,
WAAREF , FEERK.

xie xie shui di hiin, xie xié wi ya hui. / ra hé bu xiao zi, shang fen niie gui
wei.

The poem opens by NAMING the demon's divine descent and
belittling it in the same breath: the worn-down soul of the Water
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Emperor, a great god's degenerate offspring. J8/8 and iz chime —
xie xie, xié xie — so the fading is audible before it is stated. 4
opens a scolding-parent question: how can a son of such a house
behave like this? The pedigree is raised in order to SHAME, which
is what makes the eventual remedy send-home rather than kill.

Unit 2
FRKVERREL , HRFTRER.
SKEEHHE , AR,

chéng gitu zuo han re, weng yu sud ma ji. / qit shi 6u xie jian, bu zhi chou
hui fei.

iN|

The charge. fr marks the passive-ish construction %5 i&fTE#,
“cursed by the old folk.” Note what the last line makes the defining
fault: AR #EIE, it cannot tell foul from not-foul — a failure of
DISCRIMINATION. That is a pointed accusation from a poet whose
whole authority rests on sorting things correctly.

Unit 3
EENAE , BRI,
REPHSAE |, BEEE KA.
RREPEROST , SERER.
FHEMFFT)E |, FrasaThadE.
y1 shi jia bai du, xtiin guan wu ting ji. / jit shi shi ai zhu, ku ruo lie huo
wéi. / zu shi du kou ya, shé zuo pi li fei. / fi shi nong dao bi, dan mo jiao
héng hui.

Four healers, one to a couplet, in strict parallel: Bgf, &£, 5HAT, 6D
— drug-man, moxa-man, curse-man, charm-man. As a historical
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snapshot this is the treasure of the poem, a whole professional field
named in eight lines, running from pharmacy through spoken
malediction to written talisman. And every one of them FAILS. Han
Yu lists the competition precisely so that he can beat it. Note that
the #5ff is already using J]%, the writing tools — but wielded as
charm, not as IF&¢f.

Unit 4

Binz s5d , FIP{EiE.
HEFMALIE , RIRBIEL

z1 ru zhi zhou chi, mén hu hé wei wei. / zi Xuan ér fu Xu, wei mei ya qian
hui.

The pedigree stated grandly, and the point at which the poem turns
to address the creature directly (&7%). This is the GENEALOGY
move you met on me in the first chapter — give the thing ancestors
— but turned to a different purpose: there it filed the brush into
history, here it is a lever of shame. Do not get lost in the theogony;
what matters is the manoeuvre, not the family tree.

Unit 5

MEHARAT , BEEINILR.
SAREE @%n“ﬂ_ﬁﬂﬁﬁo

bu xiu qi cao xing, jian boé si ru xi. / qi bu tidan jué zu, tian ran bu zhi gui.
The indictment's heart, in the register of a Confucian family
reproach applied to a disease. §4~..., “do you not...”, expects the

answer yes. And then the hinge of the whole poem: A7, it does
not know to go home. The crime is being OUT OF PLACE — a god's
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son slumming in sickrooms — so the remedy must be relocation.
Same logic as the crocodile's EH#ERE. The punishment fits the
crime because the crime is defined as displacement.

Unit 6
HORIIKIE |, ERERITIC.
BIEAFAR , BAAME.
FFIREAAYE , FIERRIE.

zhan zhan jiang shui ging, gul ju an ru féi. / qing bo wéi chang yi, bai shi
weéi mén ji. / hu x1 ming yue guang, shou diao furéng qi.

Watch the tone flip. The indictment was clinical and scolding; the
send-off is lush and generous, furnishing an estate out of a river by
three equational % clauses — clear waves for robes, white stone for
a gate. This is persuasion, not force: you send a wayward noble
home in style. Say j#/f...J& against the harsh B& and & of the
healers and you can hear the poem's sound turn from grating to
flowing exactly where the remedy replaces the assault.

Unit 7
fREfE N , BT RIE.
Ll arEy  MiZXEE.
jiang ji sui Jiu Ge, yin fang ér shi féi. / zeng ru yi hao ci, duoé ru qu mo
weéi.
The close, and the four graphs the whole book turns on. f&iZ\iF&ET
— I make you a GIFT of good words. Drugs failed, fire failed, curses

failed, charms failed; the literatus succeeds with elegant language,
and the dispatch names its own instrument out loud. Then
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[&£fE L3 does something quieter and larger: it folds the fever into
the & world, the shaman-hymns of the Chu south. He does not
merely expel it — he re-files it into a literary cosmology he
commands. And the last line drops all courtesy: i}, off with you.

& Fur Tip Teaches Demon-Expulsion Literature



4 - PASSAGES TO WORK

No pinyin and no English here on purpose. Render each passage in

your own hand, then compare with the back of the chapter.

A - The four healers

Eight lines, four professions, strict parallel — and all four fail.

Render the roster, and mark what each specialist's instrument is.

BETINEE
7R BT SCAE
RHEPEA 2
RIHIEYE

TR,
HERAKE.

a1ERERETR.

Fras

4

2

TRIE.

18]

&4
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B - Pedigree turned to shame, and the hinge

The genealogy move and the diagnosis it sets up. [J[J[J is the phrase
the remedy hangs on — give it your own English.

Birz 8, FIPAIEE.
AHEFMAEE , RIRTEBIHL
MEHERIT , B INER.
SAREAE | BLANFER.

C - The gift of good words
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The thesis of the corpus in four graphs. Render the couplet, then
decide how much of [J[] you can carry into English without losing it.

[EEERETLAR , BT M RIE.
Bl TR | 2R RE.
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5 - THE ENGLISH, AT THE BACK

Worn-down soul of the Water Emperor, faint and all but out of
light — how is it that so unworthy a son still works the

fever-demon's menace?

Riding the autumn, it brings the cold-and-heat; the old man and
old woman curse and revile it. It seeks its food amid the vomit
and the flux, not knowing foul from clean.

The physician piles on a hundred poisons, fumigating and dosing
without a pause. The moxa-master lays on his cones of mugwort,
fierce as a ring of hunting-fire. The curse-master poisons tongue
and teeth, his tongue loosing thunderbolts. The talisman-master
plies his knife-and-brush, cinnabar and ink slashing crosswise.

I question the stock you come from — how lofty your gate and
lineage! Your grandfather was Xuanyuan, your father Zhuanxu;
the ancestral lustre has not yet faded from before you.

Yet you do not cultivate their conduct; base and mean, few are so
low as you. Do you not shame your forebears? Brazen-faced, you
do not know to go home.

Clear, clear are the river's pure waters — go back and settle
your consort there in peace. Let the clear waves be your robes,
the white stones your gate and threshold. Breathe in the light of
the bright moon; in your hand wave a lotus banner.

Come down and join the Nine Songs; drink the fragrant, feed on
the flowering herbs. I give you these good words as a gift — off
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with you now, and do not disobey!

“There is the fever, sent home. The pattern holds across all
three so far: name and pedigree, then the charge, then a remedy
that fits the fault. The owl was out of the sky's order and was
killed. The crocodile squatted on the emperor's soil and was
relocated. The fever is a noble son gone slumming, and is sent
home to the river to live decently. And note what beat the four
specialists — not a stronger poison, but better words. Next, the
strangest patient of all: one Han Yu tries to expel and cannot.”
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Chapter Five - Sending Off the Poverties
EEI SOng gidng wén - Han Yu

Last chapter, and the one the book has been walking toward. By now you know how the
machine works: name the thing, fix its category, order it out. Here it does not work —the
demons out-argue the host, and he ends by burning the transport he built for them and
seating them in the place of honour. Read it once for the comedy, which isreal, and once
for the argument, which isnot a joke at all. The grammar to keep your eye on isthe
fronted object. When this text wants something emphasised it putsit in front of its verb,
and what goesin front is nearly always - — you.

ONE - THE TEXT

—. IX The sending-off

TCHMASFIEAZ M , EAERELLNMER , SELM ,
RER , AR T, 51 LAE.

—HBERMEZH : "BEHTAERR , BARBEE | 4

EARBLE | BEoRKk , SRR , FITA. FR—& , F
B—h%. 1EWEE , ZiH. EREE , MEFSL, TR

RivZ I, BREEZE. FHEEERTF 2

—. B35 Theghost answers
RERE , nEEE  EEalE , SXRE, BEEE )]
JB4ESE. HAME , A9, HEA5EHE :
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BRTE, WTER, THERR  BATE. TR,
SKEMA , R, AERY). PIMPE , W , 4
Zfolie , EAFEML, FERIST , R BAREMS, B R
HIR :kﬁﬁlﬁ SRR | MERRIL , N TR,

B4, Kigwig , OERFK , Q48178 IWMAEE , =
BEXR? BUKRTES , BHEIRTE. BN , KHAEMR
, RIARE , RIRAIIR. A5 , sERIE ? FAEH

AJEMEAR ? FRERS , R s , 1HIARLE |, BRI

=. % Thehost namesthem

FAEZH : "TFUEREAMBER | F2 015 , JENFET
ETERL, W, &FE5k , LR TF  RFEE
iR , UTAMEEEE S, A5 EKE  BfzEd

HEZEEE BB, EEEH , EAITHR , TEFS ;
Hk% El%iéﬁ MBI |, FREM , SEHE | P
' Rﬁ?ﬁlﬂiﬁ?  RE—gE , XX EFEF , ATRE , B

, XHREI4E - ik, mEOW  FIERE , B
A5‘E  XEKRBERE  BIES , HEO , 6RUSF &
FKMNAL,
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JUbRR , AERE , BERK , BEHE , REETRE , A
RAeM , BiEHEAT , BERA , WEAA , lRXEIE. |

9. B¥ Thefivereply
SAE , I RAAMERARME , BRERES N , HEEGER , K5
BA. RAEEAE:

TR, LBFTA , BREkSR , NEEREE. ALt
HA%M , E3F% , AERE, MAEF , HOARR , #
Fepdls , TIBAKIB, I, S—F K, SRRIEH , Rk
WREE. KA, SEBRY. HERE , ARRE. BT

5, irEATE. |

Fi. %% Theseating

EANRZERRR , EFWH , G B PR,
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TWO - VOCABULARY

Mg hui the last day of alunar month (opposite of $f). IF 5 Z A#g =
the last day of the first month, ayichou day.

WA nG Xmng his servant Xing — #X the status, £ the name.

)E,Et qim dry parched grain, travelling rations.

M zhmng provisions, grain for ajourney.

#p, e the yoke across the ox's neck.

¥ giang the mast.

¥E ym to bow with hands clasped. =#§ = three bows, the formal
send-off.

s sum td the road taken; 2% = i&.

BB A bm rén “this rustic" — self-deprecating first person.

%% chuo to sip, to drink.

fis shmng awine cup.

2(z gié chéu to lead one's companions along. Some witnesses read 2 for 2.

o gum to draw abow to full stretch. 2 EEJEE, = ride the dust, draw the
wind taut.

IEE/% dm zhi to be stuck fast, held up.

I yéu agrievance, athing to blame.

ﬁﬁ zm song to furnish a departure; the outfitting given abride or atraveller.
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35
ERNE

7

RSB 48

%
iR

A/

o]

bm ng xm

hum xm ymu
ymng

sangjimn
Sum jmng

hai ti

gum sui

chi hm

shuod

gm ling

zhmojm mi
yan

xing ym

ymujian

xiu

jumn

ym fmu

ging zhuang

to hold the breath.

four sound-graphs for a noise that will not resolve. Therunis
unstable across witnesses — expect variants.

shoulders hunched, neck drawn in.

infancy, the age of being carried.

to go along dishonestly, to comply against one's judgment (from

RTAS K HE).

to shout down, to scold away.
to scorch, to melt.
to bully and override.

pickle at dawn, salt at dusk — the set phrase for a scholar's
poverty.

talk of leaving.

to have arift with, to be estranged from. fH] read jian.
to smell (=1R).

to discard, to do without.

"or not?' — /s read fmu, = 4, closing a question.

the true condition, what athing actualy is.
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RFE

B MK
Ol
i

a3
]
t

HRR
B

:lj:l:'

=78

o

T

-
R

Do

s

bl

B IS
all

M=
]

BRER{E
d

lie shmufu
geng

chu hui

jimojimo
kang kang

Zhmi jué

ymOwHl |

gmoyi

shi shm

Zhm

yan

jia

gm zU

zhi

Xm Nng € zao
shan

ying ying
gmugmu

tizo liang
ymn pm

to twist the hand and upset the soup — clumsiness at the exact
wrong moment.

to blunder onto a taboo name or subject.

stiff-necked and unbending.

to pick out and prise open.

the dim and the minute.

to ladle from a height — to draw on all schools from above.
usable in the present age.

merely, only.

beautiful.

to scrape, to grate.

to stand on tiptoe (in expectation).

to place, to set down (= &).

to start false reports and manufacture slander.

fly-buzzing and dog-cringing — Han Y u's coinage, and it
entered the language.

leaping about and falling over backwards.
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dm zhmng

xia

WENyEn

km ng mi

gumi

chi zhd

zhi

chui téu sang
qi

shang shmu
chmngxie

yan

to slap the pams together.

clever, sharp. /N5 K%&E = small cleverness, large folly.
fine jade tablets.

to be sated with.

chaff gruel.

to be at odds with, out of step. 3fejARF = out of step with the
age.

to be driven out, expelled.
to put to the test againgt, to verify by.

head down, spirit gone.

to raise the hands and give thanks.

to usher in, to invite forward. i Z _k & = seated them in the
place of honour.

THREE - THE MARCH THROUGH

GRAMMAR FOCUS: the fronted object. Three ways it happens here — ... 2 ...
(MEFRZAE), fronting under negation (B4 /&, where + stands before the verb
because the clause is negative), and the FLATLA... 3 frame that gathers a whole clause

into a noun. Alongside them, the rhetorical negative question: BN IEI&¥, ZHi1@ 74T,

A2 A~. None of thisis ornament. Thisis a text in which two parties argue, and the
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winner is the one whose grammar puts the other party in front.

— %
TTMAFIERZ M , EAERELANER  SEAMN , &
REE , AR T, 510 L.

Yuanhé liu nian zhm ngyué ym chm u hui, zhm rén shm n( Xmng jié lim zuo chm, fu cmo wéi chuan,
Zai qim yO zhm ng, nit xi € xia, ym n fmn shang giang.
A dated opening, like a document — JTAA7S4E is 811, and B isthe last day of the
month. {& is causative: had his servant do it. Then five parallel four-graph clauses
building a car and a boat out of willow-withes and straw. Thisisareal folk custom, the
fifth-of-the-month sending-off of the poverty-ghost; Han Yu is performing it exactly, at
full ritual scale, in his own house.

—HEERMEZH : "BHHTERR, %BAKE&F‘nﬁFﬁﬁ , %3
EARE | HERR , HERR , AT ]

Sanym giong gum ér gao zhm yum: "\Wen zm xingymuri ym, bmrén bu gmnweén sum td, gieju
chuan ym chm, béi zai qim zhmng, ri ji shi liang, Ii xing sifmng."

=35 isthe full formal bow, three times — the courtesy owed to a departing guest,
given to ademon. T/ H%& = "your going hasits day set," a polite fiction: nobody has
said they are leaving. @B isthe humble self-reference. $5 = "presumptuously, in
private," another courtesy word. The whole speech is a host easing out someone who
has not announced any intention of going.

FR—d& , TR—HG. BREE X, FEBREE , M

Zm fanym yU, zm chuo ym shmng. Xié péng gie chou, qu gu jiu xmn. Jia chén gum fmng, ym dian
Zhmng ximn.

fix isaverb here, "eat abowl." The repeated + at the head of each clause isthe
send-off's rhythm and its pressure. XUk #T = leave the old, take up the new.
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EEESEE: ride the dust, draw the wind taut like a bow — 3 is the graph that drops out
of several witnesses, leaving alimping three-graph clause; restore it and the four-four

parallel with 81 34 stands up.

FHERIRFZIL , WEEEZR., FFEBRERITF?.

Zm W0 dm zhi zhm you, wa ym u zm sOong zhm mn. Zm dmng ymuyi ya xing hm ?"
A balanced pair — F#&... 7 It against 3A ... Z B — and the balance isthe
argument: you have no grievance, | have done you a kindness. Then 3 turnsit into a
guestion that is not really a question. Notice he has provisioned them generously. That

generosity is what he burns at the end.

it

- R
REREE  MEEE  AHAl , SRR, BEERE , &
JBHESA. BRAME , X J7A]EA,

Bmng xm gian tmng, rd weén ym nshm ng, ruo xiao ruo ti, hum xm ym u ym ng. Maofa jin shu, smng
jimnsum jmng. Yiymuér wa, jim nmi km ming.
.. 4&.. . A... — astack of hedges: asif, like, like. The four sound-graphs E# x4
are not words so much as a noise written down, and the witnesses disagree about which
graphs they are, which is what tends to happen to sounds. %t M #& = you doubt
whether it isthere at all. X J57]BH, "only after along while could it be made out" —
J3 marking the delay.

"EHTFE, OHER. FERR  EATFR. R,
SKEMA |, FER  NERY.
"Wiym zm jm, sishi nian yd. Zm zai haiti, wi bu zm yO. Zm xué zm gmng, it gusnym ming, Weéi
2z shi céng, bu bian ya chm "

Here is the grammar focus, twice in four clauses. &A1& — the object F standsin

front of the verb ;& because the clause is negative: not A~ &F but ~+&, "did not
treat you as afool." Then T2 &£ frontsthe object under M, "it is you alone that
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| followed." Compare fhE L= & in Chapter One and you have the same construction
doing the same work. The demon opens by putting Han Y u grammatically in front of
himself, and does not stop.

PP , WK |, &R , SAEMD.

Ménshén huling, wa chi wa hm, bmo xim gum sui, zhi bu zai tm .
Four-graph verse now, and it runs to the end of the speech. F§# /52 = door-gods and
hearth-spirits; ZIYFKI = "at me they shout, at me they scold" — the demon is driven
off by the household gods and comes back anyway. f12 = to swallow the shame.
T/NEE = his mind was on nothing else. The claim being staked is fidelity, and it is
being staked in the vocabulary of aloyal retainer.

%E@JI ;?tf\\*%‘} A a’%ﬂEﬁ?EE E%ﬁ)&ﬁé

Zm gimn nan humng, ré shud shm zhmng, wa fmi gi ximng, bmi gum gm ling.

L-l-H:

18 =to be transferred, the word for an official posting and for exile both. Eg5; isthe
southern waste — Y angshan, and later Chaozhou, which you met in Chapter Three.
FRAEELP = "it was not my country," said by a ghost who went anyway. He is claiming
to have shared the exile.

KLU | PImEEE | WAL, ANEIkk.

Taixué si nian, zhnmo jm mu yan, wéi wm bmorm,rénjim rm xian.
ZHAE & BE — pickle in the morning, salt at night, the standing phrase for scholarly
hunger. Then the pointed pair: MEEK{RI%Z against A &7k, "only | protected you /
everyone else found you objectionable." And j& i fronts the object again. Poverty is
arguing that it was the only thing that stayed.
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B, RigwEik , OERRR  QB1TE. IWMIERHE , =
KEX? BOLKRTFE8 , BHEI T,
Zi chm ji zZnmng, wei shm bél rm, xmn wayi mou, ke u jué xing ym . YU hé tm ngwen, yan wa dm ng
qu? Shi bi fmzm xin chan, ymujianylylym .
K14 = never once. J4B1T5E = his mouth cut off all talk of leaving. Then the
accusation, and it is the accusation of a slandered minister: {538, "you have believed a
danderer." B =thereisarift, [ read jian. Heis not pleading. He isfiling a

grievance.

BRAFA , THEM , BI8RE , BHRIE.

Wa gum fmirén, mnyong chm chuan, bi xiu chou ximng, qim zhmng ke jum n.
% ="what useis...?' — & asinterrogative adverb, "how, wherein." The demon
dismantles the preparations point by point: a ghost has no body, so no cart; a ghost
smells rather than eats, so keep your rations. The elaborate ritual has been answered
with a practical objection, which is funnier and more damaging than arefusal.

BE—5 , ARG ? FAREM , AJEEA?

Dmndl ym shmn, shui wéi péng chou? Zm gmu béi zhm , km shm ym fmu?
771 = if, supposing. %A = know completely. AJEiE A — A isread fmu hereand is
doing the work of 45 "can you count them, or not?' Thisisthe challenge the rest of the
pieceturnson, and it isissued as adare. The host said "you and your companions'; the

ghost says name them.

FRERES , lane s , 1BIARLEE | BROANIEIE,

Zm néng jin yan, km wei sheng zhi, gingzhuang ji [u, gm n bu huibi."
The rule of the whole corpus, stated outright by the demon himself. g€... 8l isimplied
without HiJ: "if you can name it exhaustively, that is sagely knowing.' E% = once, given
that. BXA~1E ¥ is the rhetorical negative — "dare we not withdraw?' — whichisa
promise in the shape of a question. A named thing must go. Every text in this book has
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assumed it; only here does the demon say it aloud, and he says it because heis
confident.

= %
TABZE : TFUEAERANES | F 2 AME , FEAIEm
AR, Wt

Zhmrénying zhm yum: "Zm ym wawé zhmn bl zhm ym ye! Zm zhm péng chéu, fmi liu fai si, zai
shi qguwm, mmngm chaér,

PA...A... =totake X for Y. BB closes an indignant question. Then four clauses that all
say "five" and none of which saysit: not six, not four; from ten take five; from seven
remove two. He is showing off before he names them, which is exactly the wrong tone
to take with a creature that has just told you naming is the only thing that works. Note:
several witnesses open this speech FPLE A ..., which puts two first-person pronouns
in one clause and makes nonsense; - is what the sense wants and what the
commentaries quote. Flagged rather than fixed silently — it is contestable.

BRI, RAAT , RFEE , BAE:E , LFTMEER
BAltE, REEERE i,

Geym u zhm zhm ng, sm |i mingz, lie shm u fu gm ng, zhum n héu chu hui, fan sumym she wda mianmu
km zmng, ymyanwiwei zhm , jim zm zhm zhi ym.

FLAL £ F — they gave themselves their names privately, which is the point: he did not
name them, they did. IR FE == and Elzf#E:E are two small physical disasters, the
hand that upsets the soup and the throat that says the forbidden thing. Then the frame:
JLATRA... 3, & ... — "everything by means of which X, all of itisY." fTA gathers
the whole clause into a noun and 3 closes it. The phrase [ H 718, 355 K is Han
Yu's, and it has been describing tiresome people ever since.
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HEEEE  BBILL, ERSH , ZATEK, AL2EFSG

Qi ming yum Zhi Qiong: jim ojim 0 kangkang, wu yuan xm fmng, xim weéi jimn gm, bu rmn hai

shm ng;
Poverty-of-Wit. 2= isread wu, to dislike. Round is what gets along; square is what will
not turn. Z5 2 = ashamed to act as. Every one of the five is described in four
four-graph clauses, and every description isavirtue. That is the joke and aso the
whole argument. On the graphs: [B] not [& (a garden makes no sense against 73), and
ARBES not L2 EE — therhymeis /5 fmng/ {5 shmng, so the received inversion
breaksit.

HR2E2E  #fedily | HREM , SieHs , s

Qi ci ming yum Xué Qiodng: ao shu ym ming, zhmi juéymowmi, gm o yi qun yan, zhi shén zhm jm;
Poverty-of-Learning. 5 = to hold in disdain; £l 4% are calculation and nomenclature,
the technical trades. -7 % = picking out and prising open what is dim and minute.

H\f# 2 1 = to grasp the trigger of the numinous. Thisis a scholar who goes past the
useful into the recondite, described asif by an admirer.

XHEXREXE : 2 —g8 , BE&FE , Aok, flEE

You gi ci yum Wen Qiéng: bu zhum n ym néng, guaiguai qiqi, bukm shi shm, zhm ym zi xm;
Poverty-of-L etters. 13%213 doubles both graphs — strange-strange odd-odd.
AAJBFjE = cannot be applied to the present age. #KAB 1, "merely to amuse
himself." Han Y u is describing his own prose, including the piece you are reading, and
he is describing it accurately.
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XHExEwE  EEHK , mEOH  FIERE , EEAL
You gi ci yum Ming Qiong: ymng ym xing shm, mian chm u xmn yan, li jm zhong hou, zé zai rén
Ximn;
Poverty-of-Fate. 5251 fE5% — the shadow differs from the shape, which is the one
impossible thing in the list and so states the injustice exactly: what he looks like is not
what heis. /NI = ugly of face, lovely of mind. Then the pair FI|JE R 1 /
=1EASL, last for reward and first for blame. Read J£ not 4T and [ not ] — the
couplet needs a body and a face to set against the shadow and the mind.

XHKXBAXE  BNE® , HHOF , ©EUEF , EKMLE

You gi ci yum Jimo Qidong: mo jm jiagm, tm chm xmngmn, gm z0ym dai, zhi wa chéuyuan.
Poverty-of-Friendship. & & = grinding the flesh and scraping the bone, what he
givesto afriendship. I+ /(MT = spitting out heart and liver, holding nothing back.
£ 2 P13 = standing on tiptoe waiting. And what it earns is EIR{N4E, enmity set
down in hislap. Thelast of the five isthe one that hurts, and it is placed |ast.

JUbRR , AERE , BEK , BEHIED , REETRE , A
RAeH , PIEHAT , HRERA , WEWA) , lRXRE. |

Fancm wa gum, wé wiwm huan, jm wam han wm , xm ng € zao shan, néng shm wm mi, rén mo néng

jian, zhm o hum qi xing, mu ym fu rén, ying ying gmu gmu, gm qu fu huan."
ENFREFK — both causative and both with the object behind, "starve me, freeze me.”
AEHEM™] = no one can come between us, and [&] is the same graph the demon used to
accuse him of arift. 5...%... = by morning... by evening..., the shape of a habit that
will not break. $fE5%4)%] is Han Y u's coinage and survived into ordinary speech:
buzzing like afly, cringing like a dog. 521§ 1&, driven off and back again — and 1&
huan is the rhyme GLI/fE/$A/3&), which iswhy the 1R of some witnesses cannot be
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right.

m, R
SAE , ARMIGRIRITE | PrERES N , FEEEM , K5
B, fREEAHR :

Yan wei bi, wa gum ximngym zhmng ymntm shé, tiao liang ymn pm, dm zhm ng dun jim o, shm xiao
Ximng gu. Xawei zhmrén yum :
ZF£ = before he had finished. #5852 = together, in concert. Then four clauses of pure
physical comedy — goggling, tongues out, leaping and falling over, slapping palms
and stamping. 2k£€ islaughter that escapes you. And then &, "unhurriedly” — the
single adverb that turns the scene. They stop laughing and answer him slowly, and
from here they do not lose.

FAEAE , IR, BRESR , NEEREE. AE—1E,
HA% , B4 , AERE,

"Zm zhm wm ming, fan we sum wéi, gm wm ling qu, xim o xia da chm. Rénshmng ym shi, gi jim jm
hé, wi I zm ming, bmi shi bumo."
They concede the naming at once — F4&1F%4Z , you know our names, you have done it
properly. And then refuse to leave, which is the crack in the machine the whole book
has been walking toward. /NES KR = clever in the small thing, afool in the large.
H & %4 = "and how long isthat?' Then the offer: B3 F4 , BHARE — wewill
set up your name and it will not wear away in a hundred generations. & is
wearing-down by friction, the verb for a stone inscription going smooth.

WIAEF, HOARR , bl , T3 XIE.

Ximorén jmnzm , qi xmn bu tong, wéi gumi ya shi, nmi ym timn tmng.
The philosophical centre of the piece, in sixteen graphs. ... J5... =itisonly when...
that then.... 3fe isto be out of joint, at odds. Being out of step with your age is not the
cost of being in communion with Heaven; it is the same fact described from the other

83



side. Everything the five poverties are said to have inflicted is re-read here as evidence.

P, B—F K, SRR EH |, REREE. X TR+, 5f
BIRYF. HEFE , FERG. BBYME , FEA=. -

Xié chi wanymn,yi ym yang pi, yu yda fé gmn, mu bm kmng mi. Timnxia zhm zm , shui guo ya ya.

Sum zm 0 chi zh(, bu rmn ya shm . Wei ya bu xin, gm ng zhi Shm Sha "
Two images of a bad trade, or a good one depending where you stand: carrying jade
tablets and swapping them for a sheepskin; full of rich food and longing for chaff gruel.
21 78 = "who surpasses me?' — the rhetorical negative again, and the comparative
1A, AN HAER = we could not bear to keep our distance. Then 55 & v, "put it to the
test against the Odes and the Documents" — the demons close by citing the canon,
which isthe last thing a demon in this book should be able to do, and it wins the

argument.

h. &

EANRZEIRRR , EFEH , G S PR,

Zhm rén yushi chui téu sang qi, shang shm u chmng xie, shm o chm ym chuan, yan zhm shang zuo.
Four verbs, sixteen graphs, and the machine reverses. He hangs his head; he raises his
hands and gives thanks; he burns the cart and the boat; he seats them above him. Note
that both vehicles burn — some witnesses have only the boat, and losing the cart loses
the point, which is that after this there is no leaving by land or by water. He has not
been defeated into keeping them. He has been argued into it, thanked them for it, and
destroyed the means of ever undoing it. Thisisthe fourth disposition, and thereis no
other text in the corpus where it happens.
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FOUR - PASSAGESTO WORK

Four passages, chosen because the chapter's argument turns on them. Pinyin is left off
deliberately — these are the lines you work cold. Translate onto the ruled lines. The

Englishis at the back, and it is worth more to you if you do not look first.

nnf

A - Therule, stated by thedemon — —, &

BE—5 , ERE 9%5“1%’)‘{! aEEAs?
TRERES  aned , 1HIARLE | BT

B - Two of thefivenamed — = .

%
HEZH®E  BBoL , eEB=h , AT,
=15 ;



NHREGE  REEK , mEOP , FERE &
EANIE.

C - Why they will not go— 9. 5%

NE—E, HXET , B F4% , AHERE.
IEF, HOAE , Wil | TIHXIE,

86



D - Theseating— . %%

EARBEIATSR , LFES
KeERfafn  AEz IR,
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FIVE - THE ENGLISH

A rendering to check yourself against, not a finished translation. It stays literal where the
Chinese is strange, and |eaves the seams showing on pur pose.

—. 3% Thesending-off

On the last day of the first month of the sixth year of Y uanhe, ayichou day, the host
had his servant Xing plait willow into a cart and bind straw into a boat, load them
with parched grain and provisions, tie the ox beneath the yoke and raise the sail on the
mast. He bowed three times to the Poverty-demons and addressed them, saying: “I
hear your going has its day appointed. This rustic does not presume to ask your road,
but has quietly got ready aboat and a cart and loaded them with rations. The day is
auspicious and the hour is good; it is favourable to travel in any of the four directions.
Eat abowl, sirs; drink a cup, sirs. Take your friends and lead your companions along,
leave the old and take up the new. Ride the dust and draw the wind taut, and race the
lightning to be first. Y ou have no grievance of being held back here; | have the
kindness of furnishing your departure. Have you gentlemen a mind to go?’

—. B35 Theghost answers

He held his breath and listened in secret. It was as though he heard avoice — like a
whistling, like aweeping, a hiss and a catch and a whine and a whimper. His hair all
stood on end, his shoulders hunched and his neck drew in. It seemed to be there and
not there, and only after along while could it be made out. There seemed to be one
speaking, who said:

“1 have lived with you forty years and more. When you were a child at the breast | did
not treat you as afool. Y ou studied, you ploughed, you sought office and a name; it
was you alone | followed, and | did not change from the first. The door-gods and
hearth-spirits shouted at me and scolded me; | swallowed the shame and went
crookedly along, and my mind was on nothing else. When you were transferred to the

89



southern waste, scorching heat and steaming damp, it was no country of mine, and a
hundred demons bullied me there. Four years at the Imperial Academy, pickle at
dawn and salt at dusk — only | protected you, when everyone else found you
objectionable.

From first to last | never once turned my back on you. My heart harboured no other
plan, my mouth cut off all talk of leaving. From what quarter did you hear it said that
| ought to go? It must be that you, sir, have believed a slanderer, and that thereis arift
between us. | am a ghost, not a man: what use have | for cart or boat? My nose smells
the foul and the fragrant — you may keep your rations. | am one body, alone: who are
these friends and companions? If you really know the whole of it, can you count
them, or not? If you can name them exhaustively, that may be called sagely knowing;
and once our true condition is exposed, dare we not withdraw?’

—. % Thehost namesthem

“Do you take me for one who truly does not know? Y our companions are not six and
not four: from ten take five, from seven remove two. Each has his own line of
business, and they gave themselves their names in private. They twist the hand and
upset the soup; they turn the throat and blunder onto a taboo. Everything by which my
face is made offensive and my speech made flavourless — all of it is your doing.

Thefirst is named Poverty-of-Wit: stiff-necked and unbending, hating what is round
and delighting in what is square, ashamed to practise deceit, unable to bear doing
harm. Next is named Poverty-of-L earning: disdaining calculation and nomenclature,
picking out and prising open what is dim and minute, ladling from the whole body of
doctrine, laying hold of the trigger of the numinous. Next after him s

Poverty-of-L etters. mastering no single useful art, strange upon strange and odd upon
odd, not to be applied to the present age, and serving only to amuse himself. Next
after him is Poverty-of-Fate: his shadow at odds with his shape, ugly of face and
lovely of mind, last among the crowd for profit and first among men for blame. Next
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after him is Poverty-of-Friendship: grinding his flesh and scraping his bone, spitting
out his heart and liver, standing on tiptoe in expectation — and getting enmity laid in
his lap.

These five demons are my five afflictions. They starve me and freeze me, start false
reports and manufacture slander. They can lead me astray, and no one can come
between us. In the morning | repent of my conduct and by evening | am at it again.
Buzzing like flies and cringing like dogs, driven off, they come back.”

O, B¥ Thefivereply

Before he had finished speaking, the five demons together goggled their eyes and
stuck out their tongues, leapt about and fell over backwards, slapped their palms and
stamped their feet, and looked at one another helpless with laughter. Then,
unhurriedly, they said to the host:

“You know our names, and everything we have done; and you drive us out and order
us away. That is small cleverness and large folly. A man lives one age — and how
long isthat? We will set up your name, and for a hundred generations it will not wear
away. The small man and the gentleman are not of one heart. It isonly in being out of
step with the age that one isin communion with Heaven. To carry fine jade tablets
and trade them for a single sheepskin; to be sated with the rich and the sweet and to
long for chaff gruel — in all the world, who knows you better than we do? Though
we have been driven out and expelled, we could not bear to keep our distance. If you
say we are not to be believed, put it to the test against the Odes and the Documents.”

F. % Theseating

At this the host hung his head and his spirit went out of him. He raised his hands and
gave thanks, burned the cart and the boat, and ushered them to the seat of honour.
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So that is the end, and you will notice what it costs him. Four texts in this book named a
thing and got rid of it. This one names the thing correctly, is told outright that correct
naming compels withdrawal, and then watches the demons decline to withdraw and win
the argument on the canon's own ground. He does not merely let them stay. He burns the
cart and he burns the boat, so that leaving is no longer possible, and then he puts them
above him at table. Look back at EEEEiff; and count what is destroyed. Both. That is
the whole of it —and it iswhere | leave you.
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